
     

 

  Pre-Arrival Student Handbook 

 

 

Policy no: 5.1 

Version no. & date: V0.8 

Next review due: September 2023 

Responsible Committee: SMT  

Approved by & date: SMT July 2020 

Linked policies: Student  Handbook 
Safeguarding Policy 
Diversity & Equality Policy 
Admissions Policy 
 

Audience: Students  

 

 

 

 

 

OXFORD BUSINESS COLLEGE 
65 George Street, Oxford, OX1 2BQ 
+44 (0)1865 791 908 
www.oxfordbusinesscollege.ac.uk 
enquiries@oxfordbusinesscollege.ac.uk 

http://www.oxfordbusinesscollege.ac.uk/
mailto:enquiries@oxfordbusinesscollege.ac.uk


 

2 | P a g e  

Page | 2 Oxford Business College – Student Handbook V0.8 

 Pre-Arrival Student Handbook 

Contents 

Pre Arrival Student Handbook .................................................................................................................. 2 

Welcome ................................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Oxford, your City ..................................................................................................................................................... 5 

Fun Facts about Oxford........................................................................................................................................... 5 

Surrounding Areas .................................................................................................................................................. 6 

Summertown ....................................................................................................................................... 6 

Cowley Road....................................................................................................................................... 6 

Kidlington ............................................................................................................................................ 6 

Bicester ............................................................................................................................................... 6 

Headington .......................................................................................................................................... 6 

Transport around Oxford ........................................................................................................................................ 7 

Buses to London ................................................................................................................................. 7 

Trains .................................................................................................................................................. 7 

Taxis ................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Transport hire...................................................................................................................................... 8 

Accommodation ...................................................................................................................................................... 8 

How to find a house? .......................................................................................................................... 8 

Letting agents ............................................................................................................................................... 8 

Going direct to private landlords .................................................................................................................. 8 

Types of Accommodation ................................................................................................................... 8 

Student’s hall of residence .................................................................................................................. 8 

House share........................................................................................................................................ 9 

Room in a private house ..................................................................................................................... 9 

Private flat on your own ...................................................................................................................... 9 

Bills in student accommodation .......................................................................................................... 9 

Rent .................................................................................................................................................... 9 

TV Licence .......................................................................................................................................... 9 

Exemption from Council Tax ............................................................................................................... 9 

Utility bills ............................................................................................................................................ 9 

Student Accommodation: deposits, damage, your rights ................................................................. 10 

Amount depends on accommodation type ....................................................................................... 10 

Protect your deposit .......................................................................................................................... 10 



 

3 | P a g e  

Page | 3 Oxford Business College – Student Handbook V0.8 

Getting it back ................................................................................................................................... 10 

Exploring Oxford ................................................................................................................................................... 11 

Museums .......................................................................................................................................... 11 

Oxford Tours ..................................................................................................................................... 11 

City Sight Seeing Oxford (Bus Tour) ................................................................................................ 11 

Walking Tours ............................................................................................................................................. 12 

Oxford Castle Tour....................................................................................................................................... 12 

Bill Spectre’s Oxford Ghost Trail .................................................................................................................. 12 

Hidden Oxford ............................................................................................................................................. 12 

Oxford Covered Market .................................................................................................................... 12 

Punting .............................................................................................................................................. 13 

Oxford Pubs ...................................................................................................................................... 13 

Miscellaneous ................................................................................................................................... 13 

Cinema ........................................................................................................................................................ 13 

The Kassam Stadium ................................................................................................................................... 13 

Liability and insurance .......................................................................................................................................... 14 

Useful Telephone Numbers ................................................................................................................................... 14 

College Emergency Contacts ........................................................................................................... 14 

International students - A guide to The National Health Service (NHS)................................................................ 15 

Police Registration ................................................................................................................................................ 15 

Visa Regulations ................................................................................................................................................... 16 

Student Visitor Visa .......................................................................................................................... 16 

What you can and can’t do ............................................................................................................ 16 

How long you can stay ................................................................................................................... 16 

Tier 4 Visa ......................................................................................................................................... 16 

Overview .............................................................................................................................................................. 16 

How long you can stay ................................................................................................................... 17 

What you can and can’t do ............................................................................................................ 17 

How to Open a Bank Account ............................................................................................................................... 17 

Exchange rates and transferring funds ............................................................................................. 17 

Appendix 1: Map of Summertown ........................................................................................................................ 18 

Appendix 2: Map of Cowley Road ......................................................................................................................... 19 

Appendix 3: Map of Kidlington ............................................................................................................................. 19 

Appendix 4: Map of Bicester ................................................................................................................................. 20 

Appendix 5: Map of Abingdon Road ..................................................................................................................... 20 



 

4 | P a g e  

Page | 4 Oxford Business College – Student Handbook V0.8 

Appendix 6: List of Clubs in Oxford ....................................................................................................................... 21 

Appendix 7: List of Doctors surgeries in Oxford .................................................................................................... 21 

 

Welcome 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to Oxford Business College. 

As you’re probably aware, Oxford Business College is an independent education and training establishment 

situated in the centre of Oxford, close to many of the University colleges, and in a perfect position to enjoy all 

the facilities the city has to offer. For over 30 years, the College has established a reputation for excellence with 

academic bodies, professional institutions and industry. At the heart of its success is the commitment to 

providing a positive learning experience for each individual student. 

The tutors at OBC have many years’ experience in preparing students academically whilst at the same time 

making them aware of the practical demands of business. Indeed, most of the OBC tutors, as well as being 

highly qualified academically, have held senior positions with major companies and have often run their own 

businesses. You’ll be able to draw on their experience as teaching at the college is in small groups with a focus 

on interaction and seminar discussion. 

You’ll also quickly get to know the support staff at the College who will gladly give guidance on any questions 

you may have. Don’t hesitate to ask! But also, please take time to read the Student Handbook because it 

describes the procedures and policies which are designed to help maintain an effective relationship between 

OBC and its students. These policies make explicit the expectations on both sides. It is important that you 

familiarize yourself with the contents of this handbook and keep it in a safe place; you may need to refer to it 

should a particular issue arise. As well as showing you the policies and procedures this Handbook has been 

compiled with the goal of making your life in Oxford easier.* 

Whatever your background and goals – Oxford Business College continues to offer a wide range of courses to 

both British and international clientele – the team here will do everything to provide you with an ideal platform 

for your studies. Let me wish you success in what I’m sure will be a rewarding and enjoyable time with us. 

                                                    

Principal                                                            

Oxford Business College 

 

  

* Please note: Oxford Business College is based in the 1st and 2nd floor of a building with no 

wheelchair access or lift.  
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Oxford, your City 

Oxford, ‘The City of Dreaming Spires,’ is world famous for its University Colleges and for its place in history, as a 

home to royalty and scholars for over 800 years, making it an extraordinary place to be a student. Indeed, it 

may be said that students are what makes Oxford the City it is today. You are one of 50,000 students who have 

applied to study here in Oxford; 22,000 studying at one of the 38 Oxford University Colleges, 18,000 studying at 

Brookes University, with the other 10,000 attending independent education and training establishments like 

OBC.  

Today Oxford is a dynamic cosmopolitan town mixing its academic heritage with many staple elements of a 

modern, 21st century town. This means that it has plenty of exciting things to do and see for both residents and 

tourists. The aim of this OBC guide is to give you the low down on many of the attractions that Oxford has to 

offer. 

Fun Facts about Oxford 

Ten facts about Oxford to wow your friends and family: 

1. Famous British poet and cultural critic, Matthew Arnold, dubbed Oxford “The City of Dreaming Spires” 

due to the architecture of the world famous University buildings.  

2. Oxford’s Ashmolean Museum was the first UK museum to be opened to the public. It was officially 

opened in 1683 and is in the Guinness Book of Records. 

3. If Hitler succeeded in conquering England he had planned to make Oxford the capital - explaining why 

Oxford was never bombed during the WW2.  

4. The Dining hall and ‘moving staircases’ seen in the Harry Potter films were inspired by Christ Church 

College, with parts of the films being filmed at the College. 

5. Residents and natives of Oxford are known as Oxonians. Welcome fellow Oxonians! 

6. Sir Roger Bannister was the first person in history to run a mile in under four minutes; he achieved this 

at Oxford’s Iffley Road Sports Ground in 1954. 

7. Oxford has more published writers per square mile than anywhere else in the world, including: 

a. Lewis Carroll, author of ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’ and its sequel ‘Through the 

Looking Glass’. 

b. JRR Tolkien, author of ‘The Hobbit’ and ‘The Lord of the Rings’ trilogy. 

c. CS Lewis, author of ‘The Chronicles of Narnia’. 

d. The Oxford English Dictionary.  Oxford is the birth place of the Dictionary! The house it was 

created in can be found just outside Summertown. 

8. Lewis Carroll and JRR Tolkien were close friends and part of the Oxford Literary Group, affectionately 

known as the ‘Inklings’. Their ‘hang outs’ were two pubs located on St Giles, The Eagle and Child, and 

The Lamb and Flag. 

9. Oxford has been the academic home to 26 British Prime Ministers including Margaret Thatcher and 

Tony Blair. 

10. Aunt Sally is a pub game that you probably won’t see outside of Oxfordshire; participants try to knock 

a wooden ‘doll’ off the top of a post by throwing a wooden pin at it.  

 

 



 

6 | P a g e  

Page | 6 Oxford Business College – Student Handbook V0.8 

Surrounding Areas 

Summertown  

Summertown is a one mile residential area, north of St Giles. It has several independent schools as well as some 

of Oxford’s most expensive houses and lots of nice places to eat e.g. Joe’s Bar and Grill and the Dew Drop Inn. It 

is a fifteen minute walk from OBC and on the way you will pass the house that birthed the Oxford English 

Dictionary. (Map of Summertown - Appendix 1) 

Cowley Road 

Cowley Road is an arterial road that runs southeast from the city centre near Magdalen Bridge. Cowley Road is 

one of the main leisure districts with many ethnic food shops, bars and restaurants. It has played a prominent 

part in the Oxford music scene with a number of successful bands making their formative performances in local 

venues such as the O2 Academy and The Bullingdon.  

Cowley Road is also home to the Cowley Road Carnival, an annual event during which the road is 

pedestrianised, and features live music, static sound systems, a parade and food from around the world. The 

Cowley Road Carnival typically attracts some 20,000 visitors, and has become an integral part of contemporary 

Oxford. 

Cowley Road is a popular area for student housing with Divinity Road being nearly all student housing. (Map of 

Cowley Road - Appendix 2) 

Kidlington 

Kidlington is five miles north of Oxford and has expanded during recent years, becoming the largest village in 

England.  The village is a lively community with a modern shopping centre, library, many pubs, restaurants and 

cafes and its own sports centre. Oxford Airport operates private jet and helicopter services as well as more and 

more commercial flights and is also situated on the outskirts of Kidlington. Just one bus ride away this area is a 

good option when looking for shared rental properties. (Map of Kidlington - Appendix 3) 

Bicester 

In recent years Bicester has grown into a major tourist destination within North Oxfordshire. It is a 20 minute 

drive and there are regular bus services to this area which is surrounded by beautiful countryside. The centre of 

Bicester is filled with restaurants, shops and cafes. Bicester’s main attraction though is undoubtedly England's 

best open air shopping centre, Bicester Village Designer Outlet Shopping. Drawing in over 3 million visitors a 

year, it features a host of British as well as International designer shops, so if your studies become too much 

and some retail therapy is needed this is the place to visit. (Map of Bicester - Appendix 4) 

Headington 

Headington is a suburb of Oxford reachable by the University buses and is where the majority of Brookes 

University campus can be found. Headington has many shops and places to get food which makes it a popular 

area for students. In Headington you will also find the ‘Headington Shark,’ a famous artwork of a shark’s body 

protruding out of the roof of a house - a unique architectural feature to see. (Map of Headington - Appendix 5) 
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Transport around Oxford 

Getting around Oxfordshire is made a lot easier by the excellent bus services provided. If you live in any of the 

surrounding areas it is recommended that you buy a ‘Key Card’ which can save you a lot of money, instead of 

paying for a bus journey individually. A Key Card works like a subscription, you can pay weekly, monthly or 

annually and travel on buses as much as your heart desires. 

To order a Key Card you can visit this website: 

https://www.oxfordkey.co.uk/smart-card/faq/key-product-guide/65/ 

Or you can enquire further at the Key product shops located at: 

1. High Street Travel Shop  2. Travel Shop- Debenhams 

44 - 45 High Street   1-12 Magdalen St,  

Oxford      Oxford  

OX1 4AP     OX1 3AA 

Buses to London 

If you wish to travel to and from London then a good option available to you are the Stagecoach, X90 and 

Oxford Tube buses. Departing from Gloucester Green bus station (adjacent to the College) every twenty 

minutes. Stagecoach buses can get you to London in one hour thirty minutes. Tickets are typically under £20 for 

a day return, with discounts available dependent upon ticket subscription.  

Tickets can be bought online here:  

http://www.oxfordtube.com/buytickets.aspx?routeid=1&originid=1&destinationid=3&adult=1&student=0&you

ng+person=0&under+16s=0&over+60s=0&group=0 

Or at the Bus station in Gloucester Green: 

Gloucester Green Bus Station 

1 Gloucester St  

Oxford  

OX12 

Trains 

If you wish to travel to far and distant lands (in Britain) then the train station is available to you, just five 

minutes’ walk from the College.  

Taxis 

In Oxford the main taxi ranks are located at the top of Gloucester Green, Carfax Tower and St Aldates Road. If 

you wish to book a taxi the recommended numbers are: 

001 Taxis                                                                      Radio Taxis Oxford Ltd. 

New Inn Yard                                                                 74-77 Magdalen Rd 

108 St Aldate's, Oxford                                                Oxford 

01865 240000                                                               01865 242424 

https://www.oxfordkey.co.uk/smart-card/faq/key-product-guide/65/
http://www.oxfordtube.com/buytickets.aspx?routeid=1&originid=1&destinationid=3&adult=1&student=0&young+person=0&under+16s=0&over+60s=0&group=0
http://www.oxfordtube.com/buytickets.aspx?routeid=1&originid=1&destinationid=3&adult=1&student=0&young+person=0&under+16s=0&over+60s=0&group=0
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Transport hire  

If you wish to hire a vehicle to help you get around the place then there a few options. 

1. Bainton Bikes  - Cycle Hire 

Bainton Bikes 

baintonbikes.com 

01865 311 610 

2. Avis Car Hire 

 

http://www.avis.co.uk/default.aspx?cid=GBPPUD000000-

00001&tid=t/0127584F&gclid=CL_l8rL1oL0CFeXLtAodhwEALQ  

Accommodation 

If you are not a resident of Oxfordshire then you may need to find yourself some accommodation in the area.  

How to find a house? 

Letting agents 

Letting agents are private businesses that deal with rented properties such as houses, flats, and rooms in 

shared houses. Landlords pay agents to find tenants and/or to collect rent. Letting agents generally start 

advertising housing in January/February for the following academic year. Letting agents generally work on a 

first come, first served basis, so the sooner you know what you want, the better.  

Going direct to private landlords 

Not all available houses can be found via a letting agent. Going direct to a landlord is a great way of saving 

money, IF you can find them. The best way of locating private lets is to look in the back of local papers and 

online. 

Types of Accommodation 

A question you will have to answer is what kind of accommodation you want. The primary options are:  

 

Student’s hall of residence 

The College offers student accommodation in Oxford City Centre at a hall of residence, highly suitable and 

convenient for students studying with us here in Oxford. The numbers of rooms are limited and are allocated on 

first come first served basis, therefore students are advised to apply in advance 

to: accommodationsales@oxfordbusinesscollege.ac.uk  

Please refer to the accommodation section on the college website: 

https://www.oxfordbusinesscollege.ac.uk/our-accommodation/accommodation/ or email 

accommodationsales@oxfordbusinesscollege.ac.uk  

 

http://www.avis.co.uk/default.aspx?cid=GBPPUD000000-00001&tid=t/0127584F&gclid=CL_l8rL1oL0CFeXLtAodhwEALQ
http://www.avis.co.uk/default.aspx?cid=GBPPUD000000-00001&tid=t/0127584F&gclid=CL_l8rL1oL0CFeXLtAodhwEALQ
mailto:accommodationsales@oxfordbusinesscollege.ac.uk
https://www.oxfordbusinesscollege.ac.uk/our-accommodation/accommodation/
mailto:accommodationsales@oxfordbusinesscollege.ac.uk
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House share 

House shares are a good option if you have friends in Oxford or if you feel confident in your ability to get on 

with people. The advantages of sharing a house are that you will have company and your bills will be shared, 

saving you some money!  Houses for students range in quality and price, but if you shop around and make 

sure you start looking as soon as possible you’re certain to find something you like. 

Room in a private house 

Renting a room in someone’s private home is a nice option for a student looking to rent. Renting a private room 

in a house can be cheaper than a shared house, it will often be better maintained and there’s a chance that it 

will have a nice ‘homely’ feel; there is also the possibility you will be invited to eat with the landlord/lady. 

Private flat on your own 

If you prefer your own company then there is the option of renting a private flat; however you should be aware 

of the increased expenses of living on your own.  

Bills in student accommodation 

When moving into your ‘own place’ it is important you are aware of the bills you will be incurring and having 

to pay for.  

Rent 

Rent in Oxfordshire varies dependent upon the kind of place and the location of your property, prices 

currently average about £800 per calendar month.  

TV Licence 

If you decide that you want a television remember that you must pay for a TV licence. The licence is currently 

£150.50 per year, in a shared house you only need one licence between the household.  

Exemption from Council Tax  

As full-time students you may be exempt from paying Council Tax - though try and avoid living with non-

students or part-time students as they are not exempt, and asking one person to pay the entire council tax bill 

is a little excessive. Our Student Liaison Officer can provide you with a letter of proof that you are a full-time 

student of OBC. 

Utility bills   

Other student accommodation expenses will include: 

• Electricity - the first thing you must do when you receive your keys is locate and read the meter. You 

need to then find out the name of the current electricity supplier. You can do this by looking for any 

welcome letters, asking the landlord/agency, or phoning MPAS (Meter Point Administration Service). 

Make contact with them as soon as possible and register all the students in the house for the date 

your tenancy started (you are liable if your tenancy started in July even if you don't move in until 

http://www.energylinx.co.uk/mpas_online.htm
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September). It is important you have everyone’s name on the account as, if there are any unpaid bills, 

you don't want to be chased up for them. 

• Gas - as with the electricity, locate and read the meter, find out which company is currently supplying 

gas and provide them with the meter reading.  

To find out who your gas supplier is, contact the National Grid's 'Meter Number Helpline' on 0870 608 

1524. 

• Water - Water bills are sometimes paid by your landlord as part of your rent. You should check this 

before you move in. It should be stated in your contract. 

• Telephone - Many student houses do not need a telephone connection unless their internet connection 

demands it. 

• Broadband - Broadband is a modern day essential for a student. Here is a good website to help you 

understand how to get yourself Broadband       

- http://www.bbc.co.uk/webwise/0/22205391  

• Food Essentials - When buying food try and make sure you balance your diet and try to organise with 

your house mates who is responsible for what - if you work together you can reduce food bills 

considerably.  

Student Accommodation: deposits, damage, your rights 

As with anyone who rents a property you will have to pay a refundable deposit which, assuming the 

room/house is in the same condition at the end of the tenancy as at the beginning, you will get back. 

Amount depends on accommodation type   

Private landlords will typically ask for six to eight weeks’ worth of rent as a deposit as they see students as 

high risk tenants (more likely to cause damage to the property) so will often ask for a larger deposit. 

Protect your deposit  

Your landlord must protect your deposit using a tenancy deposit scheme (TDP)  - these guarantee that 

tenants will get their deposits back at the end of the tenancy providing they have met the terms of the 

tenancy agreement and have not damaged the property.  

Getting it back  

If you don’t get your deposit back at all, or if you don’t feel you have received enough of it back, you should 

write to your landlord raising your concerns. If you fail to resolve the matter you should speak to your Student 

Welfare Officer or your local Citizens Advice Bureau for legal advice. 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/webwise/0/22205391
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Dl1/Directories/DG_10010838


 

11 | P a g e  

Page | 11 Oxford Business College – Student Handbook V0.8 

Exploring Oxford 

The marvel of Oxford is that so many attractions are within an easy stroll of the College - shops, colleges, the 

excellent covered market and gracious buildings such as Christopher Wren's Sheldonian Theatre. A favourite 

walk of many leads via the City Museum to Christ Church College (the Great Hall is Hogwarts Hall). Walk on 

through the water meadows alongside the Thames and Cherwell, past the spot where, in 1784, James Sadler 

became the first Briton to fly (in a balloon) to the University Botanic Garden, the oldest in Britain. Then back to 

the Bodleian Library (its Divinity School is the Hogwarts library) - about an hour’s walk through history! 

 

Jerermy Renals, Tutor. 

“On a sunny day get out and wander round the University. University Parks is cool, 

and the walk down the tow path from Folly Bridge toward Iffley is a delight, 

especially during Eights Week in May.” 

 

Museums 

Pitt Rivers Museum: a fantastic museum, spectacularly diverse (and free) and famous for its dinosaur and dodo 

skeletons. Splendidly old-fashioned display cases are crammed with the unexpected, things such as voodoo 

dolls and shrunken heads from the Caribbean and Pacific. Visitors are given torches (flashlights) to ‘explore’ the 

lower Court Gallery and are allowed to open all the drawers. 

The Ashmolean Museum; Britain’s oldest public museum, opened in 1683, is a special place, second in status 

only to London’s British Museum. Its collections, displayed in bright, spacious galleries within one of Britain’s 

best examples of neo-Grecian architecture, span the world and include everything from Egyptian mummies and 

sarcophagi, Islamic and Chinese art, Japan’s ‘floating world’ and examples of the earliest written languages to 

rare porcelain, tapestries and silverware, priceless musical instruments and extensive displays of European art. 

David Fogg, ex Principal.  

“A must is the Ashmolean Museum! It’s only a couple of minutes’ walk from the 

college (on Beaumont Street opposite the Randolph Hotel) and has a superb 

collection of antiquities, of Renaissance drawings (Michelangelo, Raphael…) and 

paintings, Pre-Raphaelite works, musical instruments etc etc. And it’s free! Well 

worth a between-classes stroll.” 

 

Oxford Tours 

City Sight Seeing Oxford (Bus Tour) 

A Bus tour around Oxford is an excellent way to take in a large chunk of what Oxford has to offer in a 

convenient way.  The city tour lasts approximately 1 hour and departs every 10/15 minutes in the summer and 

every 20/30 minutes in the winter. On the tour you will see Magdalen College, University Science Area, the City 

Walls, Sheldonian Theatre, Ashmolean Museum, Martyrs Memorial, Christ Church College, River Cherwell, 

Carfax Tower, Alice's Shop, Radcliffe Infirmary, Bodleian Library, The High, Broad Street and the University 

Parks. 

http://www.citysightseeingoxford.com/
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Walking Tours 

Oxford has a multitude of walking tours all around the city with many different themes, the tours we 

recommend are:-  

Oxford Castle Tour 

Oxford Castle Unlocked explores the 1000-year history of Oxford’s castle and prison. Your entertaining 

costumed guide begins the tour in the 11th-century Crypt of St George’s Chapel, possibly the first formal 

teaching venue in Oxford, and continues into the Victorian prison cells and the 18th-century Debtors’ Tower, 

where you learn about the inmates’ grisly lives, daring escapes and cruel punishments. The tour also takes you 

up the Saxon St George’s Tower, which has excellent views of the city, while outside the castle you can clamber 

up the original medieval mote. 

Bill Spectre’s Oxford Ghost Trail 

Bill Spectre’s Oxford ghost tour is illustrated with props and illusions, your costumed guide (who is a 

professional actor and equity member) will entertain and horrify you through the streets of this most historic 

city. You may regret not bringing a camera! 

Every Friday and Saturday night at 18:30, meet directly outside the Oxford Castle Unlocked gift shop on Broad 

Street.  

Hidden Oxford 

Take a relaxed and informative walking tour of Oxford, arranged at a time and pick-up point to suit you and 

tailor-made for your individual or group interests. When booked in advance, these tours can include visits to 

places normally closed to the public. Tours include: 

 

The history of Oxford town 

The development of the University 

Specific College visits. 

A literary tour. (poets, diarists and authors of Oxford) 

A science walk. ( Botanic Gardens, Royal Society, Science Museum) 

A children's authors walk. 

Children's Clue Trail. 

The influence of religion on Oxford. 

Inspector Morse. 

Art and Architecture in Oxford. 

Oxford Covered Market 

A haven of traditional butchers, fishmongers, cobblers, barbers, delis, little eateries and independent shops, this 

is the place to go for Sicilian sausage, handmade chocolates, traditional pies, funky T-shirts and wacky hats for 

weddings and/or the Ascot. If you’re in Oxford at Christmas, it’s a must for its traditional displays of freshly 

hung deer, wild boar, ostrich and turkey. Otherwise, it’s a good spot for lunch. 

 

 

 

http://www.ghosttrail.org/
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Punting  

A special ‘Oxford’ experience is Punting, situated underneath Magdalen College Tower you will find Magdalen 

Bridge Boathouse. Here you can hire traditionally crafted punts, rowing boats and pedals or spoil yourself by 

hiring a Chauffeured boat.  

You can hire a boat at the Magdalen Bridge Boathouse for just an hour or if you want to make a day of it, take 

a picnic and stay out on the river as long as you like. Boats take up to 5 people and cost £20.00 per hour - 7 

days a week. 

Oxford Pubs 

It is not unheard of for students to go out and enjoy a quiet drink with friends. Here are some of the hangouts 

recommended  

Turf Tavern 
4 Bath Place 01865 243235 
Hidden down an alleyway in the city centre, this popular pub was featured in the Inspector Morse (TV) series. 

Eagle & Child 
49 St. Giles 01865 302925  
This charming pub was the weekly meeting place for the Inklings - a group of writers that included JRR Tolkien 
and CS Lewis - from the 1930's-1960's. 

Lamb & Flag  
12 St. Giles 01865 515787  
Across from the Eagle & Child, this pub also has a literary history - Graham Greene and Thomas Hardy used to 
drink here often. 

The Bear 
Alfred Street 01865 721783 
The oldest pub in Oxford. The Bear features a very difficult quiz night each Tuesday, so if you think you're 
smarter than the average Oxford student, show up during term time and give it a go! 

King's Arms 
40 Holywell Street 01865 242369  
Crowded and popular student pub across from the Sheldonian. 

Miscellaneous  

Not only does Oxford have special experiences for you to try it also has the more conventional facilities for you 

to make the most of; 

Cinema 

Oxford is well equipped with Cinemas. There are two in the City Centre, one located on George Street, near the 

College, and the other is on Magdalen Street which is five minutes’ walk from the College.  

The Kassam Stadium 

A bus ride from Oxford the Kassam Stadium is where you can witness the mighty Oxford United play their home 

games. Tickets typically cost around £20. The Kassam Stadium also offers a Bowling Alley, Cinema, Chinese 

Buffet, Indian Buffet, Arcade and a Frankie and Bennies.  

http://www.oxfordpunting.co.uk/find-us
http://www.oxfordpunting.co.uk/find-us
http://www.oxfordpunting.co.uk/book-online
http://www.theturftavern.co.uk/
http://www.nicholsonspubs.co.uk/theeagleandchildoxford/
http://www.fullers.co.uk/rte.asp?id=4&itemid=19&task=View
http://www.fullers.co.uk/rte.asp?id=4&itemid=19&task=View
http://www.youngs.co.uk/pub-detail.asp?PubID=420
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Liability and insurance 

• OBC recommends you arrange personal travel insurance. 

• OBC cannot accept responsibility for loss or damage to personal belongings. 

• If you are a resident of a European Union country, medical assistance will be provided free in the UK. 

Please remember to bring your European Health Insurance Card. 

• If you live in a country outside the European Union, please arrange medical insurance. 

• If you choose to leave a course early, no refund of fees can be made. 

Students should make sure that they organise their own travel insurance to cover medical costs and 

repatriation costs in the case of an illness or accident. 

The College acts only as an intermediary between its students and travel organisations and between students 

and host families. Unless and to the extent caused by the College’s negligence, the College cannot be held 

responsible for any delay or accident during a journey nor for any incident which  may happen during the 

student’s stay with the host family. The College will, however, endeavour to defend the student’s interests in 

the event of breach of contract on the part of the travel organisation or the host family. 

The College reserves the right not to allow on the course a student suffering from any illness, medical condition, 

or mental or physical disability which has not been disclosed on the Registration Form. 

This pack, issued by the College, gives the only terms and information that can be referred to in the event of a 

disagreement between the student and the College. These terms and conditions are governed by English law 

and do not affect your statutory rights under English law. 

Useful Telephone Numbers  

Doctors  

19, Beaumont Street, +44 (0) 1865 240501 

27, Beaumont Street, +44 (0) 1865311500 

28, Beaumont Street, +44 (0) 1865 31181 

(For a full list see appendix 7): 

Dentist  

33, Beaumont Street, 01865 552978 

NHS direct  

+44 (0) 0845 4647 (A phone helpline to help to decide if you need to see a doctor) 

College Emergency Contacts  

Dr Gupta: 07956562805 

Unai Ledesma  07340833505 
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International students - A guide to The National Health Service (NHS) 

The National Health Service (NHS) might seem very complicated if you have not used the system before. The 

NHS is a public funded system which provides health care for residents in the United Kingdom (UK). 

1. Who is entitled to free health care treatment from the NHS? 

You are entitled to free necessary treatment from the NHS if you are either: 

a full time student from any country on a course for more than 6 months 

studying on a course of any duration which is substantially funded by the UK Government 

from a country which is part of the European Union (EU) * 

from a country which is not from the European Union (EU) that has a bilateral agreement 

the husband or wife of any of the above and living here whilst your wife or husband is a student 

a dependent of any of the above:  A dependent is any child under 16 or under 19 if in full time education 

* If you are a student from another country in the European Union, here for less than 6 months, you will require 

a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) which must be obtained from your home country. 

3. How do I register for health care? 

To access health care you will need to register with a General Practitioner (GP) doctor. Most GPs work in a 

health centre. GPs are general doctors who have specialised in family health.  

4. Will I have to pay to register? 

Registration is free   

You can only be registered with one GP/health centre at any time. 

Police Registration  

Some students will need to register with the police once they arrive in Oxford. This information will be shown 

on your visa stamp on your passport. We can confirm this for you once you have arrived. 

To register you will need these items: 

your passport,  

your UK BRP (Biometric Residence Permit) card (if you have one), 

your ‘letter confirming you are a student’ from Oxford Business College  

£34 to register and paid at the police station 

Once you have registered your PRC (Police Registration Certificate) will be sent by post to you in 7 days. 

The Police Station is open 24 hours a day, but there will be more staff to help you between 10:00 to 18:00. 
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If you already have a police registration certificate, you must tell the Oxford police if you have changed your 

address, have extended your permission to stay in the UK or any other details on your PRC. You do not have to 

pay again to do this. 

Visa Regulations  

Student Visitor Visa  

What you can and can’t do 

You can: 

• do a short course of study in the UK, such as an English language course or a training course Dr. G HNC or 

foundation fast track comes neither on the above category. Pls advice… 

You can’t: 

• study at a state school 

• work or carry out any business 

• marry or register a civil partnership, or give notice of marriage or a civil partnership 

• come to the UK specifically for private medical treatment 

• extend this visa 

• bring family members (‘dependants’) with you - they must apply separately 

• get public funds 

How long you can stay 

You can stay in the UK for: 

• 6 months - for any short course including English language courses 

• 11 months - an extended visa for English language courses only 

 

Tier 4 Visa  

 Overview 

You can apply for a Tier 4 (General) student visa to study in the UK if you’re 16 or over and you: 

• have been offered a place on a course 

• can speak, read, write and understand English 

• have enough money to support yourself and pay for your course - this will vary depending on your 

circumstances 

• are from a country that’s not in the European Economic Area (EEA)or Switzerland 

• you meet the other eligibility requirements 

https://www.gov.uk/types-of-school/overview
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-funds--2
https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/knowledge-of-english
https://www.gov.uk/eu-eea
https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/eligibility
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How long you can stay  

You can arrive in the UK before your course starts: 

• up to 1 week before, if your course lasts 6 months or less 

• up to 1 month before, if your course lasts more than 6 months 

How long you can stay depends on the kind of course you’re doing and what study you’ve already completed. 

What you can and can’t do 

You can: 

• study 

• work as a student union sabbatical officer 

• apply from inside or outside the UK 

• apply to extend your stay 

• work - depending on what level your course is and what kind of sponsor you have 

You can’t: 

• get public funds 

• work as professional sportsperson, including a sports coach 

You may be able to bring in family members (dependants). 

How to Open a Bank Account  

It may take two to three weeks to open a bank account. Most international students can open a basic account. 

Talk to your own bank before you leave home, as they may have a special arrangement with a UK bank. 

Students who are on a short course may find it more difficult. To open a bank account you need to be in the UK 

and, to provide these original documents: 

Your passport or EU ID card and 

An Attendance Certificate from Oxford Business College with your UK and home address - You can only get a 

certificate after you have done your face to face enrolment. 

If you have a bank account in your home country, bring a statement from the last 3 months, as you may be able 

to use this as proof of your home address. 

Keep all your original bank statements safely. If you need to extend your visa, you will need new bank 

statements so before you open an account, check that the bank will print statements on their headed paper. 

On-line bank statements will need an official stamp from the bank. 

Exchange rates and transferring funds 

Exchange rates are important to international students as the amount of Sterling that you get in return for your 

own currency can change daily. If you expect your family or sponsor to transfer money regularly, before 

https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/extend-your-visa
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-funds--2
https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/family-members
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opening an account, check with the bank what they charge for this. To make an electronic transfer your home 

bank will need your UK bank’s name and address, your full name, your account number and bank sort code or 

IBAN (International Bank Account Number 

Appendix 1: Map of Summertown 

 

 

Figure 1: Map of Summertown 
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Appendix 2: Map of Cowley Road 

 

 

Appendix 3: Map of Kidlington 

 

Figure 3: Map of Kidlington 

 

 

Figure 2: Map of Cowley Road 
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Appendix 4: Map of Bicester 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 5: Map of Abingdon Road 

 

 

Figure 5: Map of Abingdon Road 

Figure 4: Map of Bicester 
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Appendix 6: List of Clubs in Oxford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 7: List of Doctors surgeries in Oxford 

• LUTHER STREET CLINIC, P O BOX 7, OXFORD, OX1 1TD 

• 27 BEAUMONT STREET, OXFORD OX1 2NR 

• 9 KING EDWARD STREET, OXFORD OX1 4JA 

• SOUTH OXFORD HEALTH CENTRE, LAKE STREET, OXFORD OX1 4RP 

• JERICHO HEALTH CENTRE, WALTON STREET, OXFORD OX2 6NW 

• SUMMERTOWN HEALTH CENTRE, 160 BANBURY ROAD, OXFORD OX2 7BS 

• 172 BANBURY ROAD, OXFORD OX2 7BT 

• SOUTH PARADE HEALTH CENTRE, SOUTH PARADE, OXFORD OX2 7JW 

• NORTH OXFORD MEDICAL CENTRE, 96 WOODSTOCK ROAD, OXFORD OX2 7NE 

• BOTLEY MEDICAL CENTRE, ELMS ROAD, OXFORD OX2 9JS 

• THE SURGERY, PARK LANE, WOODSTOCK, OXFORD OX20 1UD 

• MARSTON HEALTH CLINIC, 24 CHERWELL DRIVE, OXFORD OX3 0LY 

• BURY KNOWLE HEALTH CENTRE, 207 LONDON ROAD, OXFORD OX3 9JA 

• ST CLEMENTS SURGERY, 39 TEMPLE STREET, OXFORD OX4 1JS 

• EAST OXFORD HEALTH CENTRE, COWLEY ROAD, OXFORD OX4 1XD 

• DONNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE, 1 HENLEY AVENUE, OXFORD OX4 4DH 

• TEMPLE COWLEY HEALTH CENTRE, TEMPLE ROAD, COWLEY, OXFORD OX4 2HL 

• HOLLOW WAY MEDICAL CENTRE, 58 HOLLOW WAY, COWLEY, OXFORD OX4 2NJ 

• THE HEALTH CENTRE, BLACKBIRD LEYS ROAD, OXFORD OX4 5HL 

• THE HEALTH CENTRE, OXFORD ROAD, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 1AP 

• GOSFORD HILL MEDICAL CENTRE, 167 OXFORD ROAD, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 2NS 

• THE SURGERY, BLETCHINGTON ROAD, ISLIP, OXFORD OX5 2TQ 

• THE SURGERY, SHEEP STREET, BURFORD, OXFORD OX8 4LS 

• THE HEALTH CENTRE, FANE DRIVE, BERINSFIELD, OXFORD OX9 8NE 

• BAMPTON SURGERY, LANDELLS, BAMPTON, OXFORD OX18 2LJ 

• 48 HIGH STREET, CHALGROVE, OXFORD, OX44 7SS 

Figure7: List of Clubs 

Name Location 

O2 Academy Oxford  190 Cowley Road 

 . 

The Bridge Hythe Bridge Street.  

Plush 

  

Park End Street 

 
Purple Turtle Frewin Court (off Cornmarket). 

Fever Magdalen Street. 

  
The Varsity Club High Street (Market Avenue 1) 

Thirst  Park End Street 

Emporium Pennyfarthing Place, St. Ebbes 

ATIK Park End Street  

The Cellar Frewin Court(off Cornmarket). 

 

The Bullingdon 162 Cowley Rd, 

The Alchemist Westgate Shopping Centre 

Raoul's Bar Walton St 


